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RZX3ILITATICX OF PHILIPPIE FI,SHERIES 

Secretary of the ir,terior J. A. Krug announced today t,hat the Fish and Wild- 

Service, ir, cooperation with the Philippine Government, is undertaking a. prc- 

of rehaToilitatioz and development of the fisheries of the Philippine Islands. 

The fishery nrogram was one of severa. Philippine rehabilitation nrograms 

authorized 5; the Philippine Rehabilitation Act of 1946 passed by the 79th Congress 

and approved on April 30, 19%. These programs are coordinated by the Department 

of State and are being carried out in the Philippines under t,he general supervisior, 

of the American Ambassador. 

“ur. 3. J. Zeason, Chief of the Office of Porei& Activities of the Xsh ad 

:;lildl if e Servi ce , will have general direction of the fisheq7 rehabilitation work. 

Iii@  I$. Terhune has been appointed Field Administrator of the program with head- 

quarter-, in Manila. 

The fisl2ng industry of t.he Philipp-ties, normally one of the chief sources of 

proteijl foods in the Islands, was largely destroyed by com5a.t action and through 

confiscation by the Japa&se occupation troops, and practica.lly no vessels, fishing 

gear, or shore facilities remained at the end of the war, Secretary Krug said. 

The new program will seek to a.3 in the early restora.tion and development of 

fisheries. Ocerwographi~2 and 5ioloTieal _ I studies and experimental fishing .operations 

will be conducted at sea to provide ba”sic information on the fishery resources of 



the Islands and also to test new and improved 

a,doDted by the Philippine fishing industry. I 

In additilx to assisting the development 

methods of f ishir ? :&id? mL?ht be -‘a 

of the na.rine fisheries, the progxm 

also will be concerned with improving the methods of the s&t-water pondfish in- 

dustry, which provides a substantial part of the fresh fish supply for the Philip- 

pine Islands. Besearch will also be conducted on the processing of fishery prod- 

ucts and in market development and distribution. 

The ;narine research and exploratory fishing Twill be conducted by txo vessels 

129ich the Fish and X.ldlife Service has recently acquired by charter from the 

United States &rit,ime Commission and &ich are now being converted and outfitted 

in shipyards in the San Francisco area. One vessel, the former LT-581, which has 

beer- named the SPXXC% F. XCCD in honoT of the first United States Commissioner 

of Zi sheries , is being converted into a combination ocez.nogrzphic vessel and tuna 

clipper. T%e second vessel, the former AK-.90, which has been named the ~ITIXDOI?~ 

X. GIX in honor of a famous American ichthyologist, is being converted into a 

combination fishing vessel which will be equipped to operate purse seines and. va- 

rious types of trawls. These vessels will be ready to sa.il for the Philippines 

abo?ut the middle of IJar&. 

The &Field tiministrator, Mr. Terhune, and his assistant Rerbert E. Varfel, 

who will be in charge of the biological and oceanographic programs, will leave for 

%nila by air during the week of January 27 to assist the American Fmb.z.ssy in con- 

cludinc final arran,yements for the program, 
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